
 
 

PRAGUE CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

Pre-Cruise-Crystal Mozart Vienna to Budapest 

November 29 – December 2, 2019  

 

November 29, Friday 

Arrival transfer from the Prague airport. 

Your private driver will meet you in the public area of the airport once you clear customs.  

Rest of the day is at your leisure. 

 

 

November 30, Saturday 

9:30 AM - 6-hour Prague Castle, Strahov Monastery tour and Lesser town tour. 

Your private guide and driver will meet you in the hotel lobby for a 6-hour tour with a vehicle support 

visiting the Prague Castle complex, the Strahov Monastery and Lesser town, including a short overview 

drive of Prague (for example Dancing House, Rudolfinum Concert Hall, etc.) Your vehicle is at your 

disposal for 4 hours, the rest of the tour is walking  

 

Prague Castle tour with car/minivan support 

The Prague Castle complex is a must. It will give you a feel of the 

whole hilly part of the city. Your private guide will meet you at the 

hotel and you will be driven to the Strahov Monastery to enjoy one of 

the best views over the city.  

You continue to the New World area formerly the home of artists with 

its small and charming houses. At the Castle square, we admire the 

Archbishop’s palace and the main entrance to the Castle complex. We 

continue foot to see the St. Vitus Cathedral with its stained-glass 

windows, the Royal Palace with Vladislav Hall and the unforgettable and quaint Golden Lane.  

The archaeological research and the oldest written sources prove that the 

Prague Castle was founded around the year 880 by Prince Borivoj of the 

house of Premyslides. The castle site was fortified with a moat and a 

rampart of clay and stones. The first walled building was the Church of 

Virgin Mary. Other churches, dedicated to St. George and St. Vitus, were 

founded in the first half of the 10th century. 

From the 10th century Prague Castle has been not only the seat of the head 

of state, the princes, later kings and 

modern presidents, but also the Bishop of Prague. The basilica of St. 

Vitus, built on the site of the original rotunda, has been the main church 

since the 11th century. It also houses the relics of the patron saints of 

the land. During the reign of   Emperor Charles IV (the middle of the 

14th century) it was a time of prosperity for Prague Castle. The royal 

palace was magnificently rebuilt, the fortifications strengthened and 

the church of St. Vitus built on the model of French Gothic cathedrals. 



During the second half of the 16th century, Emperor Rudolf II settled 

permanently in Prague Castle turning it into a grand and dignified 

center of the empire. He founded the northern wing of the palace, 

with today's Spanish Hall, to house his precious artistic and scientific 

collections. 

The Prague defenestration in 1618 started a long period of wars, 

during which Prague Castle was damaged and robbed. In the second 

half of the 18th century the last great rebuilding of the Castle was 

carried out, making it a prestigious castle-type seat.  

After the foundation of the independent Czechoslovak Republic in 

1918, Prague Castle again became the seat of the head of state. It is 

an important cultural and historical monument. The crown jewels, precious Christian relics, art treasures and 

historical documents are kept here. Events important for the whole country have taken place within its walls. 

Hence Prague Castle is the embodiment of the historical tradition of the Czech state, linking the present with 

the past. 

Strahov Monastery  

Founded in 1140 on Strahov Hill, it is considered one of the oldest monasteries. You enter the complex through 

the baroque gate with a statue of St. Norbert, the founder of the St. Norbert’s Order.  

Private tour of the unique Strahov Library rooms 

As an addition to the Prague Castle complex tour we have arranged a private tour of 

Strahov Library with its two magnificent rooms filled with ancient books, globes and 

paintings. It is 

one of the most beautiful interiors of Prague. Many historical movies were filmed here  

including Milos Forman’s film “Amadeus”. 

From the back door entrance you will  explore the two very unique and beautiful library 

rooms. “Normal” tourists may only peek into the rooms from the doorway. This Prague 

interior is a highlight, especially after its recent complete cleaning and renovation. 

The 17th century Theological Hall is decorated with a stucco 

ceiling with frescos dedicated to science, education and different 

proverbs. We admire the rich collection of more than 15.000 

books, astronomical and geographical globes, precious old 

songbooks and unique pieces of furniture. The 18th century 

Philosophical Hall occupies two floors and is really a temple of 

sciences. The book cabinets - home to 50 000 books - were 

originally designed for a different monastery. Since they 

represent great example of baroque woodcarving, they found 

their home here. The hall was built according to their size. The 

magnificent fresco called “Intellectual Progress of Mankind” is 

the icing on the cake of this private tour.  

There is the Cabinet of Curiosities and the Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary where Mozart played 

the organ during his Prague visits. The stunning view of Prague panorama is to be admired from the backyard 

of the Monastery. 



 

Lesser Town 

The Lesser Town founded in 1257 on the slopes below the castle is the part of Prague least affected by 

resent history.  

Lesser Town Square  

Originally a market place, it has always been the centre of life in the 

Lesser Town. Today, there are official buildings and restaurants. Important 

buildings include St Nicholas Church, the Town Hall, the Sternberg 

Palace, and the Smiřický Palace. On the facade of the Baroque Kaiserstain 

Palace is a bust of the great Czech soprano Emma Destinn who lived here 

between 1908 and 1914.  

Nerudova Street  

Named after the poet and journalist Jan Neruda, who lived at 

No 47 in the House of Two Suns, is the picturesque narrow 

street that leads up to Prague castle as a part of Royal Way. 

There is a splendid selection of heraldic beasts and emblems on 

the houses, for example the Red Eagle, the Three Fiddles, the 

Golden Horseshoe, the Green Lobster and the White Swan. 

There are also several grand Baroque buildings, such as the 

Thun-Hohenstain Palace, the Morzin Palace, and the Church of 

Our Lady of Unceasing Succour.  

 

St Nicholas Church is the dominant feature of the Lesser Town Square and one of 

central Europe's finest baroque buildings. Begun by Kristof Dientzenhofer and continued 

by his son Kilian it was finished by Anselmo Lurago. The statues, frescoes and paintings 

inside the church are by leading artists of the day, such as Karel Škréta and Johann 

Kracker.  

 

 

 

Kampa Island  

Known as the Venice of Prague, Kampa Island is formed by a 

branch of the Vltava called the Devil's Stream. Originally 

there were only gardens on the island and a site for washing 

clothes and bleaching linen. In the 17th century the island 

became well known for its pottery markets. Today it is an 

elegant part of Prague with a village-like character. 

 

http://www.prague.cz/lesser-town-square/
http://www.prague.cz/lesser-town-square/


 

 

 

 

December 1, Sunday 

9:30 AM - walking tour of Christmas markets and downtown Prague. 

Your private guide will meet you in the lobby of your hotel for a half day walking tour of Prague downtown 

and the charming Christmas markets.  

 

Downtown Prague  

This tour is a perfect introduction to the downtown area which is best seen 

on foot. You will walk the cobblestone streets of the Old Town and see 

where the former border between the Old Town and the New Town was 

located. 

While standing on the Old Town Square famous for its Astronomical Clock, 

you can admire the 12 apostles every hour on the hour and have the whole 

mechanism explained in detail. The oldest house in the city with 14th 

century origins is also located here.  From the Square see the twin towers of 

the Tyn Church with its amazing small entrance.  

You may choose to relax over a cup of coffee or a glass of beer at the old 

market place Ungelt before you continue towards the Powder Tower where 

the city ended seven centuries ago. Another "must see" is the Municipal 

House built in art nouveau style.  

Continue to the bottom of Wenceslas Square that witnessed the Velvet Revolution in November 1989 - the 

overthrow of communism. Pass the colorful fruit and vegetable market, then walk back to the Old Town 

Square and along the pedestrian Charles street to another "must" in Prague - Charles Bridge. Not only is it 

the best place for taking pictures, but each of its 30 statues has its own story. By the time you finish listening 

to the stories, you are ready for a well-deserved rest at one of the many cafes along the Vltava River.   

 

 

 

 



Christmas markets 

 

Christmas markets at Old Town Square take place 

daily from December 1, 2019 to January 6, 2020. 

Renowned for being the most vibrant and busy of all 

Prague´s markets, the Old Town Square market hosts 

some special Christmas events  and features lives 

shows, carol concerts and dance performances along 

with great festive atmosphere. The Christmas market 

lays out plenty of exciting foodie items, handmade 

craft gifts and the most delicious warming drinks such 

as hot chocolate or spiced mulled wine as well as great 

gift ideas including decorations, toys, jewelry, winter clothing and accessories. Stands with Christmas goods 

are open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and stands with refreshment are opened from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 

Christmas markets in Wenceslas square 2019 start  December 1, 2019 and end in January 6, 2020. 

Wenceslas square with beautifully designed wooden chalets hosts amazing market, specializing in 

handmade wooden and steel gifts. Exciting foodie items and the most delicious warming drinks such as hot 

chocolate or spiced mulled wines are available. Stands with Christmas goods are open from from 10 a.m. to 

10 p.m. and food stands close at 12 p.m.   

 

Christmas markets at Republic square 2019 are held daily from December 1 to December 30, 2019 from 

10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  Located on the bustling public space close to Palladium shopping mall, the market offers 

a wide selection of Christmas goods, such as mistletoe, Advent wreaths, candles, candle holders, kid's toys, 

Christmas decorations and bonds, confectionery, advent 

calendars, cribs, handicrafts and the be st selection of 

festive food.  

  

Christmas markets at Prague Castle 2019 take place at 

St George's Square and at the Stable yard from November 

23, 2019 to January 6, 2020. The market is open from 9 

a.m. to 6 p.m. from Monday to Thursday and from 9 a.m. 

to 7 p.m. from Friday to Sunday. The market features a 

hearty selection of high quality Christmas goods by 

carerfully selected vendors as well as amazing location 

and atmosphere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

December 2, Monday 

8:45 AM - departure transfer to the Prague main train station. 

Your private driver will meet you in the lobby of the Hotel Smetana for departure transfer for your train RJ 

1033 to Vienna leaving at 9:20 AM from Prague main train station 

1:22 PM - arrival transfer from the Vienna main train station. 

Your private driver will meet you at the PLATFORM of the Vienna main train station for your transfer to 

Crystal Mozart.  

 
 

 

TOUR COSTS 

 

Tour Cost Per Person:  425 Euros 

Includes: Transfers per itinerary, Private driver/guide per itinerary, Admissions per itinerary. First Class 

Rail Travel Prague to Vienna. 

 

Hotel:  5* Smetana Hotel. Deluxe Room River View. Single or Double occupancy 275 Euros per night.  

Includes breakfast and all taxes.  Full payment at check out. 

 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

PAYMENT 

50% deposit at time of booking 

Full payment by October 30, 2019 

 

CANCELLATION POLICY 

* package cancelled up to 30 days prior to arrival - free of charge 

* package cancelled 29 - 7 days prior to arrival - 35% cancellation charge 

* package cancelled 6 days and less prior to arrival - 100% cancellation charge.  No Refund. 

 

 

 

Contact 
Mary Lou Yeager  757-253-2700 

Jenny Yeager         407-230-0580 
 

ROYAL TRAVEL CENTER 
27 Yeardley’s Grant 

Williamsburg VA 23185 

www.royaltravelcenter.com        

http://www.royaltravelcenter.com/

